





POLICY STATEMENT

93�11�12�01





Date:		�DATE�June 13,1997�



Subject:	Protection of certain items from cold weather





1.	To preserve medications, assure calibrations, and protect patients from hypothermia, all members must protect IV boxes, drug boxes, glucometers and oxygen tanks from exposure to cold weather.



2.	If you remove the above items from your unit, you must keep a close eye on them at all times.  Do not bring such items into public areas unless they are needed for a patient.



3.	Items 1 and 2 necessitate the following procedures when the weather is cold:



1.	Ambulances and the squad truck must be parked in the equipment bay when not in use.



2.	Because the oxygen in the main tank can not be brought indoors, ambulances are not authorized to be parked outside for extended periods.



3.	Zone car personnel may leave the car outside, but must bring the IV box, glucometer, and primary oxygen tank into a heated area of the station or house in which they are staying.  When the zone car is unmanned, such items should be kept wherever the zone car's portable, pager, and keys are kept.



4.	When the weather is cold, parking any unit outside of a movie theater while watching a movie is a violation of this policy.  Bringing the IV box, drug box, glucometer, or portable oxygen into a movie theater is unacceptable.



5.	Determination of cold weather conditions shall be made by the Squad Commander.  When in doubt, follow cold weather procedures.



6.	This policy shall be effective and enforcable upon approval of the Squad Commander, as indicated below by his signature:









_________________________________	____________________

Capt. John Fusco, Squad Commander	Date
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